Dipluridae was characterized by RAVEN (1985) by the following synapomorphies: elongated posterior lateral spinnerets, widely separated posterior median spinnerets, and a lowered caput plus thoracic region elevated. The eight genera known from South America have been included in four subfamilies
a single branch having an apical megaspine, a basally curved metatarsus I and a tubercle at the medial portion of the retroventral metatarsus I. These characteristics are compatible with diplurids but are not exclusive to the family. Conversely, the holotype has the labium longer than wider, subquadrate maxillae, and tarsi short and not pseudosegmented, which are not diplurinid characteristics (RAVEN 1985) . Furthermore, the original description of M. striatipes does not include an illustration of the spinnerets, which are structures fundamental for assigning the species to the Dipluridae, since two of the three synapomophies of the family (RAVEN 1985) are related to these structures. Therefore, the inclusion of Metriura in Dipluridae is questionable and we herein reinterpret its taxonomic position.
In order to clarify the question, we reanalyzed the morphological characteristics provided in the description of M. striatipes based on voucher specimens and photographs of additional structures of the holotype. Specimens examined in this paper are deposited at the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia, Manaus (INPA), at the Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, Paris (MNHN), and the Museu Nacional, Rio de Janeiro (MNRJ).
Our study indicates that Metriura is not a diplurid because it lacks two of the three synapomorphies of the family; i.e., the posterior lateral spinnerets are not elongated and the posterior median spinnerets are not widely separated (Fig. 1) . Moreover, the species resembles an aporoptychine cyrtaucheniid. Aporoptychines are characterized by a subquadrate maxilla, labium almost as long as wide or longer, a short diagonal fang, Other characteristics, such as a recurved and broad fovea, the typical incrassate tibia I of the male, with the spur having a single short branch and an apical megaspine, the basally curved metarsus I (RAVEN 1985) and provided with a ventral tubercle are all characteristics of species of Fufius Simon, 1888 (Cyrtaucheniidae Simon, 1889). In addition, the presence of "legs with distinct pattern consisting of 1-2 stripes on all segments except tarsi" (DROLSHAGEN & BÄCKSTAM 2009) 
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